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CHAPTER IV
CITIZENSHIP

Article 27

a) All persons who, on the coming into force of this Constitution
were lawfully citizens of Liberia shall continue to be Liberian
citizens.

b) In order to preserve, foster and maintain the positive Liberian
culture, values and character, only persons who are Negroes
or of Negro descent shall qualify by birth or by naturalization
to be citizens of Liberia.

c) The Legislature shall, adhering to the above standard, pre-
scribe such other qualification criteria for and the procedures
by which naturalization may be obtained.

Article 28

Any person, at least one of whose parents was a citizen of Liberia at
the time of the person'’s birth, shall be a citizen of Liberia; provided
that any such person shall upon reaching maturity renounce any
other citizenship acquired by virtue of one parent being a citizen of
another country. No citizen of the Republic shall be deprived of
citizenship or nationality except as provided by law; and no person
shall be denied the right to change citizenship or nationality.

CHAPTER V
THE LEGISLATURE

Article 29

The legislative power of the Republic shall be vested in the Legisla-
ture of Liberia which shall consist of two separate houses: A Sen-
ate and a House of Representatives, both of which must pass on all
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legislation. The enacting style shall be: "It is enacted by the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives of the Republic of Liberia in
Legislature assembled.”

Article 30

Citizens of Liberia who meet the following qualifications are eligible
to become members of the Legislature:

a) for the Senate, have attained the age of 30 years and for the
House of Representatives, have attained the age of 25 years;

b) be domiciled in the county or constituency to be represented
not less than one year prior to the time of the election and be a
taxpayer.

Article 31

Each member of the Legislature, before taking his seat and entering
upon the duties of office, shall take and subscribe to a solemn oath
or affirmation, before the presiding officer of the House to which
such person was elected and in the presence of other members of
that House, to uphold and defend the Constitution and laws of the
Republic and to discharge faithfully the duties of such office.

Article 32

a) The Legislature shall assemble in regular session once a year
on the second working Monday in January.

b) The President shall, on his own initiative or upon receipt of a
certificate signed by at least one-fourth of the total member-
ship of each House, and by proclamation, extend a regular
session of the Legislature beyond the date for adjournment or
call a special or extraordinary session of that body to discuss
or act upon matters of national emergency and concern.
When the extension or call is at the request of the Legislature,
the proclamation shall be issued not later than forty-eight
hours after receipt of the certificate by the President.
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Article 33

A simple majority of each House shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business, but a lower number may adjourn from day
to day and compel the attendance of absent members. Whenever
the House of Representatives and the senate shall meet in joint
session, the presiding officer of the House of Representatives shall
preside.

Article 34
The Legislature shall have the power:

a) to create new counties and other political sub-divisions, and
readjust existing county boundaries;

b) to provide for the security of the Republic;

c) to provide for the common defense, to declare war and autho-
rize the Executive to conclude peace; to raise and support the
Armed Forces of the Republic, and to make appropriations
therefor provided that no appropriation of money for that use
shall be for a longer term than one year; and to make rules for
the governance of the Armed Forces of the Republic;

d) to levy taxes, duties, imposts, excise and other revenues, to
borrow money, issue currency, mint coins, and to make appro-
priations for the fiscal governance of the Republic, subject to
the following qualifications:

(i) all revenue bills, whether subsidies, charges, imposts,
duties or taxes, and other financial bills, shall originate
in the House of Representatives, but the Senate may
propose or concur with amendments as on other bills.
No other financial charge shall be established, fixed, laid
or levied on any individual, community or locality under
any pretext whatsoever except by the expressed consent
of the individual, community or locality. In all such
cases, a true and correct account of funds collected
shall be made to the community or locality;
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(i1) no monies shall be drawn from the treasury except in
consequence of appropriations made by legislative
enactment and upon warrant of the President; and no
coin shall be minted or national currency issued except
by the expressed authority of the Legislature. An annual
statement and account of the receipt and expenditure of
all public monies shall be submitted by the office of the
President to the Legislature and published once a year,

(ili)  no loans shall be raised by the Government on behalf of
the Republic or guarantees given for any public institu-
tion or authority otherwise than by or under the autho-
rity of a legislative enactment;

to constitute courts inferior to the Supreme Court, including
circuit courts, claims courts and such other courts with such
prescribed jurisdictional powers as may be deemed necessary
for the proper administration of justice throughout the
Republic;

to approve treaties, conventions and such other international
agreements negotiated or signed on behalf of the Republic;

to regulate trade and commerce between Liberia and other
nations;

to establish laws for citizenship, naturalization and residence;
to enact the election laws;

to establish various categories of criminal offenses and provide
for the punishment thereof;

to enact laws providing pension scheme for various categories
of government officials and employees in accordance with age
and tenure of service; and
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) to make all other laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other
powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the
Republic, or in any department or officer thereof.

Article 35

Each bill or resolution which shall have passed both Houses of the
Legislature shall, before it becomes law, be laid before the President
for his approval. If he grants approval, it shall become law. If the
President does not approve such bill or resolution, he shall return it,
with his objections, to the House in which it originated. In so doing,
the President may disapprove of the entire bill or resolution or any
item or items thereof. This veto may be overridden by the re-
passage of such bill, resolution or item thereof by a vote of two-
thirds of the members in each House, in which case it shall become
law. If the President does not return the bill or resolution within
twenty days after the same shall have been laid before him it shall
become law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the
Legislature by adjournment prevents its return.

No bill or resolution shall embrace more than one subject which
shall be expressed in its title.

Article 36

The Senators and Representatives shall receive from the Republic
remuneration for their services to be fixed by law, provided that any
increase shall become effective at the beginning of the next fiscal
year.

Article 37

In the event of a vacancy in the Legislature caused by death,
resignation, expulsion or otherwise, the presiding officer shall within
30 days notify the Elections Commission thereof. The Elections
Commission shall not later than 90 days thereafter cause a by-
election to be held; provided that where such vacancy occurs within
90 days prior to the holding of general elections, the filling of the
vacancy shall await the holding of such general elections.
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Article 38

Each House shall adopt its own rules of procedure, enforce order,
and with the concurrence of two-thirds of the entire membership,
may expel a member for cause Each House shall establish its own
committees and sub-committees; provided, however, that the com-
mittees on revenues and appropriations shall consist of one member
from each County. All rules adopted by the Legislature shall
conform to the requirements of due process of law laid down in this
Constitution.

Article 39

The Legislature shall cause a census of the Republic to be under-
taken every ten years.

Article 40

Neither House shall adjourn for more than five days without the
consent of the other and both Houses shall always sit in the same
city.

Article 41

The business of the Legislature shall be conducted in the English
language or, when adequate preparations shall have been made, in
one or more of the languages of the Republic as the Legislature
may by resolution approve.

Article 42

No member of the Senate or House of Representatives shall be
arrested, detained, prosecuted or tried as a result of opinions
expressed or votes cast in the exercise of the functions of his office.
Members shall be privileged from arrest while attending, going to or
returning from sessions of the Legislature, except for treason, felony
or breach of the peace. All official acts done or performed and all
statement made in the Chambers of the Legislature shall be pri-
vileged, and no Legislator shall be held accountable or punished
therefor.



Article 43

The power to prepare a bill of impeachment is vested solely in the
House of Representatives, and the power to try all impeachments is
vested soleiy in the Senate. When the President, Vice President or
an Associate Justice is to be tried, the Chief Justice shall preside;
when the Chief Justice or a judge of a subordinate court of record is
to be tried, the President of the Senate shall preside. No person
shall be impeached but by the concurrence of two-thirds of the total
membership of the Senate. Judgments in such cases shall not
extend beyond removal from office and disqualification to hold
public office in the Republic; but the party may be tried at law for
the same offense. The Legislature shall prescribe the procedure for
impeachment proceedings which shall be in conformity with the
requirements of due process of law.

Article 44

Contempt of the Legislature shall consist of actions which obstruct
the legislative functions or which obstruct or impede members or
officers of the Legislature in the discharge of their legislative duties
and may be punished by the House concerned by reasonable sanc-
tions after a hearing consistent with due process of law. No sanc-
tion shall extend beyond the session of the Legislature wherein it is
imposed, and any sanction imposed shall conform to the provisions
on Fundamental Rights laid down in this Constitution. Disputes be-
tween legislators and non-members which are properly cognizable
in the courts shall not be entertained or heard in the Legislature.

Article 45

The Senate shall be composed of Senators elected for a term of
nine years by the registered voters in each of the counties, but a
Senator elected in a by-election to fill a vacancy created by death,
resignation, expulsion or otherwise, shall be so elected to serve only
the remainder of the unexpired term of office. Each county shall
elect two Senators and each Senator shall have one vote in the
Senate. Senators shall be eligible for re-election.
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Article 46

Immediately after the Senate shall have assembled following the
elections prior to the coming into force of this Constitution, the
Senators shall be divided into two categories as a result of the votes
cast in each county. The Senator with the higher votes cast shall be
the Senator of the first category and the Senator with the lower
votes cast shall be Senator of the second category; provided that no
two Senators from a county shall be placed in the same category.
The seats of Senators of the first category shall be vacated at the
expiration of the ninth year. In the interest of legislative continuity,
the Senators of the second category shall serve a first term of six
years only, after the first elections. Thereafter, all Senators shall be
elected to serve a term of nine years.

Article 47

The Senate shall elect once every six years a President Pro Tempore
who shall preside in the absence of the President of the Senate, and
such other officers as shall ensure the proper functioning of the
Senate. The President Pro Tempore and other officers so elected
may be removed from office for cause by resolution of a two-thirds
majority of the members of the Senate.

Article 48

The House of Representatives shall be composed of members
elected for a term of six years by the registered voters in each of the
legislative constituencies of the counties, but a member of the
House of Representatives elected in a by-election to fill a vacancy
created by death, resignation, expulsion or otherwise, shall be
elected to serve only the remainder of the unexpired term of the
office. Members of the House of Representatives shall be eligible
for re-election.

Article 49

The House of Representative shall elect once every six years a
Speaker who shall be the presiding officer of that body, a Deputy

.
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Speaker, and such other officers as shall ensure the proper func-
tioning of the House. The Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and other
officers so elected may be removed from office for cause by resolu-
tion of a two-thirds majority of the members of the House.

CHAPTER VI
THE EXECUTIVE

Article 50

The Executive Power of the Republic shall be vested in the Presi-
dent who shall be Head of State, Head of Government and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Liberia. The president
shall be elected by universal adult suffrage of registered voters in
the Republic and shall hold office for a term of six years commen-
cing at noon on the third working Monday in January of the year
immediately following the elections. No person shall serve as
President for more than two terms.

Article 51

There shall be a Vice-President who shall assist the President in the
discharge of his functions. The Vice-President shall be elected on
the same political ticket and shall serve the same term as the
President. The Vice-President shall be President of the Senate and
preside over its deliberations without the right to vote, except in the
case of a tie vote. He shall attend meetings of the cabinet and other
governmental meetings and shall perform such functions as the
President shall delegate or deem appropriate; provided that no
powers specifically vested in the President by the provisions of this
Constitution shall be delegated to the Vice-President.

Article 52

No person shall be eligible to hold the office of President or Vice-
President, unless that person is:

a) a natural born Liberian citizen of not less than 35 years of age;
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the owner of unencumbered real property valued at not less
than twenty-five thousand dollars; and

resident in the Republic ten years prior to his election, pro-
vided that the President and the Vice-President shall not come
from the same County.

Article 53

a)

b)

The President and the Vice-President shall, before entering on
the execution of the duties of their respective offices, take a
solemn oath or affirmation to preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution and laws of the Republic and faithfully execute
the duties of the office. The oath or affirmation shall be
administered in joint convention of both Houses of the Legis-
lature by the Chief Justice or, in his absence, the most senior
Associate Justice.

In an emergency where the Chief Justice and the Associate
Justices are not available, such oath or affirmation shall be
administered by a judge of a subordinate court of record.

Article 54

The President shall nominate and, with the consent of the Senate,
appoint and commission-

a)
b)

c)

d)

e)

cabinet ministers, deputy and assistant cabinet ministers;
ambassadors, ministers, consuls; and

the Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court
and judges of subordinate courts;

superintendents, other county officials and officials of other
political sub-divisions;

members of the military from the rank of lieutenant or its
equivalent and above; and
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f)  marshals, deputy marshals, and sheriffs.

Article 55

The President shall appoint and commission Notaries Public and
Justices of the Peace who shall hold office for a term of two years
but may be removed by the President for cause. They shall be
eligible for reappointment.

Article 56

a) All cabinet ministers, deputy and assistant cabinet ministers,
ambassadors, ministers and consuls, superintendents of coun-
ties and other government officials, both military and civilian,
appointed by the President pursuant to this Constitution shall
hold their offices at the pleasure of the President.

b) There shall be elections of Paramount, Clan and Town Chiefs
by the registered voters in their respective localities, to serve
for a term of six years. They may be re-elected and may be
removed only by the President for proved misconduct. The
Legislature shall enact laws to provide for their qualifications
as may be required. '

Article 57

The President shall have the power to conduct the foreign affairs of
the Republic and in that connection he is empowered to conclude
treaties, conventions and similar international agreements with the
concurrence of a majority of each House of the Legislature.

Article 58

The President shall, on the fourth working Monday in January of
each year, present the administration’s legislative program for the
ensuing session, and shall once a year report to the Legislature on
the state of the Republic. In presenting the economic condition of
the Republic the report shall cover expenditure as well as income.
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The President may remit any public forefeitures and penalties,
suspend any fines and sentences, grant reprieves and pardons, and
restore civil rights after conviction for all public offenses, except
impeachment.

Article 60

The President and the Vice-President shall receive salaries which
shall be determined by the Legislature and be paid by the Republic.
Such salaries shall be subject to taxes as defined by law and shall
neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which the
President and the Vice-President shall have been elected.

Article 61

The President shall be immune from any suits, actions or proceed-
ings, judicial or otherwise, and from arrest, detention or other
actions on account of any act done by him while President of
Liberia pursuant to any provision of this Constitution or any other
laws of the Republic. The President shall not, however, be immune
from prosecution upon removal from office for the commission of
any criminal act done while President.

Article 62

The President and the Vice-President may be removed from office
by impeachment for treason, bribery and other felonies, violation of -
the Constitution or gross misconduct.

Articel 63

a) Whenever a person elected to the office of President dies or is
otherwise incapacitated before being inaugurated into office,
the Vice-President elect shall succeed to the office of Presi-
dent, and this accession shall commence a term.
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b) Whenever the office of the President shall become vacant by
reason of death, resignation, impeachment, or the President
shall be declared incapable of carrying out the duties and
functions of his office, the Vice-President shall succeed to the
office of the President to complete the unexpired term. In
such a case, this shall not constitute a term.

c) The Legislature shall, no later than one year after the coming
into force of this Constitution, prescribe the guidelines and
determine the procedures under which the President, by
reason of illness, shall be declared incapable of carrying out
the functions of his office.

d) Whenever the office of the Vice-President becomes vacant by
reason of death, resignation, impeachment, inability or other-
wise, the President shall, without delay, nominate a candidate
who, with the concurrence of both Houses of the Legislature,
shall be sworn in and hold office as Vice-President until the
next general election are held. Whenever the Vice-President
elect dies, resigns, or is incapacitated before being inaugurat-
ed, the President elected on the same ticket with him, shall,
after being inaugurated into office, nominate without delay a
candidate who, with the concurrence of both Houses of the
Legislature, shall be sworn in and hold office as Vice-President
until the next general elections are held.

Article 64

Whenever the office of the President and of the Vice-President shall
become vacant by reason of removal, death, resignation, inability or
other disability of the President and the Vice-President, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives shall be sworn in as Acting Presi-
dent until the holding of elections to fill the vacancies so created.
Should the Speaker be legally incapable or otherwise unable to
assume the office of Acting President, then the same shall devolve
upon the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. In any further line
of descent, the office shall devolve in order upon the Deputy Spea-
ker and members of the Cabinet in the order of precedence as esta-
blished by law. The Elections Commission shall within ninety days
conduct elections for a new President and a new Vice President.
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CHAPTER VII
THE JUDICIARY

Article 65

The Judicial Power of the Republic shall be vested in a Supreme
Court and such subordinate courts as the legislature may from time
to time establish. The courts shall apply both statutory and cus-
tomary laws in accordance with the standards enacted by the
Legislature. Judgments of the Supreme Court shall be final and
binding and shall not be subject to appeal or review by any other
branch of Government. Nothing in this Article shall prohibit
administrative consideration of the Justiciable matter prior to review
by a court of competent jurisdiction.

Article 66

The Supreme Court shall be the final arbiter of constitutional issues
and shall exercise final appellate jurisdiction in all cases whether
emanating from courts of record, courts not of record, administra-
tive agencies, autonomous agencies or any other authority, both as
to law and fact except cases involving ambassadors, ministers, or
cases in which a county is a party. In all such cases, the Supreme
Court shall exercise original jurisdiction. The Legislature shall make
no law nor create any exceptions as would deprive the Supreme
Court of any of the powers granted herein.

Article 67

The Supreme Court shall comprise of one Chief Justice and four
Associate Justices, a majority of whom shall be deemed competent
to transact the business of the Court. If a quorum is not obtained to
enable the Court to hear any case, a circuit judge in the order of
seniority shall sit as an ad hoc juctice of the Supreme Court.
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Article 68

The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court
shall, with the consent of the Senate, be appointed and commis-
sioned by the President; provided that any person so appointed
shall be:

a) a citizen of Liberia and of good moral character; and

b) a counsellor of the Supreme Court Bar who has practiced for
at least 5 years.

Article 69

The judges of subordinate courts of record shall, with the consent
of the Senate, be appointed and commissioned by the President,
provided that any person so appointed shall be:

a) a citizen of Liberia and of good moral character; and

b) an Attorney-at-Law who has practiced for at least 3 years, or a
counsellor of the Supreme Court Bar.

Article 70

The Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court
and all judges of subordinate courts shall, before assuming the
functions of their office, subscribe to a solemn oath or affirmation to
discharge gaithfully and impartially the duties and functions of their
office and to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and laws
of the Republic. The oath or affirmation shall be administered by
the President or his designee.

Article 71

The Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court
and the judges of subordinate courts of record shall hold office
during good behavior. They may be removed upon impeachment
and conviction by the Legislature based on proved misconduct,
gross breach of duty, inability to perform the functions of their
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office, or conviction in a court of law for treason, bribery or other
infamous crimes.

Article 72

a) The Justices of the Supreme Court and all other judges shall
receive such salaries, allowances and benefits as shall be esta-
blished by law. Such salaries shall be subject to taxes as
defined by law, provided that they shall not otherwise be dimi-
nished. Allowances and benefits paid to Justices of the
Supreme Court and judges of subordinate courts may by law
be increased but may not be diminished except under a
national program enacted by the Legislature; nor shall such
allowances and benefits be subject to taxation.

b) The Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court and judges of subordinate courts of record shall be
retired at the age of seventy; provided, however, that a justice
or judge who has attained that age may continue in office for
as long as may be necessary to enable him to render judgment
or perform any other judicial duty in regard to proceedings
entertained by him before he attained that age.

Article 73

No judicial official shall be summoned, arrested, detained, pro-
secuted or tried civilly or criminally by or at the instance of any
person or authority on account of judicial opinions rendered or
expressed, judicial statements made and judicial acts done in the
course of a trial in open court or in chambers, except for treason or
other felonies, misdemeanor or breach of the peace. Statements
made and acts done by such officials in the course of a judicial
proceeding shall be privileged, and, subject to the above qualifica-
tion, no such statements made or acts done shall be admissible into
evidence against them at any trial or proceeding.

Article 74

In all matters of contempt of court, whether in the Supreme Court
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or in other courts, the penalties to be imposed shall be fixed by the
Legislature and shall conform to the provisions on Fundamental
Rights laid down in this Constitution.

Article 75

The Supreme Court shall from time to time make rules of court for
the purpose of regulating the practice, procedures and manner by
which cases shall be commenced and heard before it and all other
subordinate courts. It shall prescribe such code of conduct for law-
yers appearing before it and all other subordinate courts as may be
necessary to facilitate the proper discharge of the court’s functions.
Such rules and code, however, shall not contravene any statutory
provisions or any provisions of this Constitution.

Article 76
a) Treason against the Republic shall consist of:
(1) levying war against the Repubilic;

(2) aligning oneself with or aiding and abetting another
nation or people with whom Liberia is at war or in a
state of war;

(3) acts of espionage for an enemy state;

(4) attempting by overt act to overthrow the Government,
rebellion against the Republic, insurrection and mutiny;
and :

(6) abrogating or attempting to abrogate, subverting or
attempting or conspiring to subvert the Constitution by
use of force or show of force or by any other means
which attempts to undermine this Constitution.
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The Legislature shall have the power to declare the punish-
ment for treason; provided, however, that such punishment
shall not include a deprivation or forfeiture of the right of
inheritance by the convicted person of any property although
he may not be entitled to enjoyment thereof for as long as he
continues to serve the term of imprisonment imposed after
conviction in a court of competent jurisdiction. The right to
the enjoyment of any property inherited or otherwise con-
veyed to or acquired by such convicted person shall be auto-
matically restored upon serving the term of imprisonment or
other punishment, or upon an executive pardon by the
President. No punishment shall preclude the inheritance and
enjoyment, or cause the forfeiture by others entitled thereto, of
any property which the convicted person at the time of
conviction or subsequent thereto may have possessed or been
seized.

CHAPTER VIII

POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS

Article 77

a)

b)

Since the essence of democracy is free competition of ideas
expressed by political parties and political groups as well as by
individuals, parties may freely be established to advocate the
political opinions of the people. Laws, regulations, decrees or
measures which might have the effect of creating a one-party
state shall be declared unconstitutional.

All elections shall be by secret ballot as may be determined by
the Elections Commission, and every Liberian citizen not less
than 18 years of age, shall have the right to be registered as a
voter and to vote in public elections and referenda under this
Constitution. The Legislature shall enact laws indicating the
category of Liberians who shall not form or become members
of political parties.
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Article 78

As used in this Chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, an
"association” means a body of persons, corporate or other, which
acts together for a common purpose, and includes a group of
people organized for any ethnic, social, cultural, occupational or
religious objectives; a "political party” shall be an association with a
membership of not less than five hundred qualified voters in each of
at least six counties, whose activities include canvassing for votes
on any public issue or in support of a candidate for elective public
office; and an "independent candidate” shall be a person seeking
electoral post or office with or without his own organization, acting
independently of a political party.

Article 79

No association, by whatever name called, shall function as a politi-
cal party, nor shall any citizen be an independent candidate for
election to public office, unless:

a) the association or independent candidate and his organization
meet the minimum registration requirements laid down by the
Elections Commission and are registered with it. Registration
requirements shall include filing with the Elections Commis-
sion a copy of the constitution of the association and guide-
lines of the independent candidate and his organization, a
detailed statement of the names and addresses of the associa-
tion and its officers or of the independent candidate and the
officers of his organization, and fulfillment of the provisions of
sub-sections (b), (c), (d) and (e) hereof. Registration by the
Elections Commission of any association or independent can-
didate and his organization shall vest in the entity or candidate
and his organization so registered legal personality, with the
capacity to own property, real, personal or mixed, to sue and
be sued and to hold accounts. A denial of registration or
failure by the Elections Commission to register any applicant
may be challenged by the applicant in the Supreme Court;
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e)
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the membership of the association or the independent candi-
date’s organization is open to every citizen of Liberia, irre-
spective of sex, religion or ethnic background, except as other-
wise provided in this Constitution.

the headquarters of the association or independent candidate
and his organization is situated:

(i) in the capital of the Republic where an association is
involved or where an independent candidate seeks
election to the office of President or Vice-President;

(i) in the headquarters of the county where an independent
candidate seeks election as a Senator; and

(iii) in the electoral center in the constituency where the
candidate seeks election as a member of the House of
Representatives or to any other public office;

the name, objective, emblem or motto of the association or of
the independent candidate and his organization is free from
any religious connotations or divisive ethnic implications and
that the activities of the association or independent candidate
are not limited to a special group or, in the case of an associa-
tion, limited to a particular geographic area of Liberia;

the constitution and rules of the political party shall conform to
the provisions of this Constitution, provide for the demo-
cratic elections of officers and/or governing body at least once
every six years, and ensure the election of officers from as
many of the regions and ethnic groupings in the country as
possible. All amendments to the Constitution or rules of a
political party shall be registered with the Elections Commis-
sion no later than ten days from the effective dates of such
amendments.
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a)

b)

d)

e)

Parties or organizations which, by reason of their aims or the
behaviour of their adherents, seek to impair or abolish the free
democratic society of Liberia or to endanger the existence of
the Republic shall be denied registration.

Parties or organization which retain, organize, train or equip
any person or group of persons for the use or display of
physical force or coercion in promoting any political objective
or interest, or arouse reasonable apprehension that they are
so organized, trained or equipped, shall be denied registration,
or if registered, shall have their registration revoked.

Every Liberian citizen shall have the right to be registered in a
constituency, and to vote in public elections only in the con-
stituency where registered, either in person or by absentee
ballot; provided that such citizen shall have the right to change
his voting constituency as may be prescribed by the
Legislature.

Each constituency shall have an approximately equal popula-
tion of 20,000, or such number of citizens as the Legislature
shall prescribe in keeping with population growth and
movements as revealed by a national census; provided that the
total number of electoral constituencies in the Republic shall
not exceed one hundred.

Immediately following a national census and before the next
elections, the Elections Commission shall reapportion the
constituencies in accordance with the new population figures
so that every constituency shall have as close to the same
population as possible; provided, however, that a constituency
must be solely within a county.



